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TO:  Interested Parties 

FROM: Hart Research 

DATE:  October 20, 2025 

RE: Jersey City mayoral election approaches final weeks with three candidates 
essentially tied; Bill O’Dea has strong path to the run-off. 

 

Between October 14 and 16, 2025, Garin-Hart Yang conducted a representative sample of 325 likely Jersey 

City voters. The survey, which has a margin of error of +5.4%, is fully representative of a November 2025 

Jersey City electorate by ward, race, age, and other demographic factors. 

 
The following are the key findings. 
 
Former Governor McGreevey’s double-digit lead during the summer has eroded, and the 
mayoral election has essentially become a three-way contest between McGreevey, Bill 
O’Dea, and James Solomon. 
 

 
 
There are several important survey findings that indicate Bill O’Dea has the momentum and can 
finish within the top two positions in November. 
 
First, O’Dea has the BEST “feeling thermometer” ratio that is positive by almost a four to 
one margin, which is higher than Solomon’s or McGreevey’s (who has the highest 
negatives of any candidate). 

 
O’Dea’s image is 46% positive and 12% negative, James Solomon is slightly less popular at 41% 
positive and 16% negative, while McGreevey elicits ratings of 47% positive and 29% negative. 
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Second, the polling makes clear that increasing Bill O’Dea’s name recognition in the 
closing weeks of the campaign will gain him support.  In fact, O’Dea’s vote share in the 
poll jumps dramatically after we provide survey respondents with a short positive 
statement about him. 

 
We read the following positive statement about Bill O’Dea and then re-asked the trial heat: 
 
Bill O’Dea is the one candidate for mayor who gets things done.  He saved thousands of tenants 
from eviction when he delivered one million dollars in county funds to fund free legal services. 
When the city cancelled programs for seniors and kids, O’Dea not only brought them back, but 
he made sure they remained free. And O’Dea helped build homes for veterans, and he will build 
more as mayor. 
 
O’Dea more than doubles his initial support and garners 43% in this message test trial heat, 
followed by McGreevey’s 16% and Solomon’s 11%. 
 


