
HOBOKEN
MAYORAL

QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Hoboken Mayoral Candidate,

Thank you for your interest in connecting with the voters of Hoboken. As a significant voice in our city, the Hoboken Republican Party is committed to 
ensuring our community is well-informed about the candidates' positions on key issues. Though this is a non-partisan municipal race, the questions within 
this questionnaire truly encapsulate what matters most to the Republicans of Hoboken. With over 8,000 registered Republicans in our city, we believe our 
voice has a meaningful impact.

We have prepared this questionnaire to provide all candidates an opportunity to share their comprehensive vision with us.

The following open-ended questions reflect the issues that matter most to us as Hoboken Republicans, including public safety, fiscal responsibility, 
development, education, and quality of life. We kindly ask that you review each question carefully and provide your responses in the space provided. If  
additional room is required, please attach a separate document with your answers clearly numbered to match the questions.

Once completed, your responses will be distributed in full to our membership and made available to the broader community. We sincerely appreciate the 
time and effort you are taking to engage with us and wish you the best of luck in the upcoming race.

Sincerely,

Hoboken Republican Committee Board

1- Public Safety & Transportation 

What is your plan to improve auto safety and reduce vehicular incidents in Hoboken? How would you assess the effectiveness of the city’s “Vision Zero” 
program, and what, if  any, changes would you propose?

What is your comprehensive vision for transportation that addresses the needs of both commuters and residents, including solutions for parking and the 
flow of bike messengers and pedestrians?

2- Fiscal Policy and Budget

Please outline your philosophy on tax policy and budget management. What specific areas of the city budget do you believe are in need of improvement or 
could be optimized for efficiency?
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3- Housing & Development 

Given the challenges of urban density, what is your plan to manage financially responsible development and the use of PILOT agreements in a way that 
protects existing infrastructure and justifies their fiscal impact to Hoboken’s taxpayers?

What is your position on Hoboken’s existing rent control ordinance? What changes if  any would you wish to see?

4- Sanctuary City

Please define your position on Hoboken’s status as a sanctuary city. Given a scenario where an undocumented person commits a crime, is found guilty, and 
prosecuted, what would your administration’s policy be regarding cooperation with federal agencies such as ICE?

5- Homelessness

What is your approach to addressing homelessness in Hoboken, and what is your plan for providing services and shelter to the city’s homeless population?
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6- Public Education

What is your long-term vision for the future of public education? How would you make that vision a reality, and what role do you see charter schools 
playing in that plan?

Do you support school choice? If  you do, would you support a voucher system?

7- Governance & Trust

What specific steps would you take to establish and maintain transparency and accountability in your administration? What would be your policy on 
OPRA responsiveness? Exclusions?

What would be your hiring process for the city of Hoboken both for the mayor’s office and the city at large?
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8- Non-Partisan Representation

Recognizing the November election is a non-partisan municipal race, how would you ensure that your administration represents the interests and concerns 
of all residents, regardless of political affiliation?

9- City Focus

What would be the primary scope of your focus as mayor, and how would you balance addressing national issues like climate and immigration with the 
more immediate, localized needs of Hoboken residents?

Our community has a recognized need for more recreational opportunities, including the potential for a public swimming pool. What is your plan for 
evaluating and addressing this need?

Addressing the persistent problem of rodents is a top concern for many residents. What is your long-term plan to tackle this issue, and what metrics will 
you use to measure the success of city services?
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10- Cannabis

What are your thoughts on the city’s current plan for six cannabis dispensaries? How would you characterize the rollout process to date, and what is your 
position on public marijuana use within city limits?

11- Environment

The previous administration spent a significant amount of time and money on legal action against companies regarding environmental issues. Do you plan 
to follows in the same footsteps, and what is your overall approach to environmental policy for Hoboken?

12- Commercial Revival

What is your strategy for promoting commercial revitalization and supporting local business throughout the city?

13- Additional comments or anything that you would like to add.


	Text 877b3a28-3ef5-4113-bec3-f114cad9b0ae: I admire the intention behind the program, however there can always be unintended consequences to something like this. With the bollards now on street corners, what I'm finding is that trucks and delivery drivers who need to park somewhere for a few minutes, and would have parked where the bollards have gone up, are now double parking. This reduces visibility and safety for people crossing the street. I would focus on construction that prioritizes pedestrian safety. Vision Zero seems to be effective, with a reduction in vehicular collisions across the board, and continuing to make Hoboken a more walkable city helps everyone.  
	Text e54116e8-20d9-4d61-a71d-7c1db2e48a28: Hobokenites are a big source of revenue for Port Authority—about 20,000 of us commute to NYC daily, paying fares on buses, trains, and ferries. In my four years on the NJ Transit board, I saw firsthand how resources get allocated. As mayor, I’d push for immediate cross-honoring with NY Waterway ferries and buses whenever PATH service is disrupted. The $3 ferry rides worked beautifully during the last shutdown. We also need more weekend service. Even on good days, trains run 20 minutes apart. We need shorter waits. I also would ask for more bus service on weekends, and buses that skip some downtown stops to prevent them from being full by the time they get uptown. I want to find ways, similar to NYC, that buses can be prioritized at stoplights. 
	Text cb218571-198b-4fd6-b678-e377c3084c20: I would spend every dollar of taxpayer money as if I were spending my own, and that means ensuring that spending is for the benefit of Hoboken's residents, and nothing else. I believe our spending is out of control, and is often not done for the benefit of the people who actually live here. We give tax breaks to developers, agree excessive municipal contracts, and borrow money without considering the interest and principal we will owe. I will stop the cycle of one-trick revenue sources, like selling land or taking money away from parking or utilities.
	Text ab7f83e6-ab30-4fc1-acc1-cdf139dc8b15: Don’t forget, New Jersey is already a sanctuary state. Back in 2018, the Attorney General issued a directive barring local police from participating in ICE immigration enforcement. Still, our mayor signed a proclamation labeling Hoboken as a “Fair and Welcoming City." Truth is, Hoboken has always welcomed everyone. We didn’t need an official label to prove it: the label just put a target on our backs. The proclamation is more political theater than something that benefits the community. As your mayor, I’d keep Hoboken diverse and welcoming, without the grandstanding. 

	Text 99a0a344-f072-4240-9f24-c4aacdcf11f9: I will stop PILOT programs. The intention of the PILOT programs, when the state started them, was to incentivize developers to build on an undesirable piece of land. Hoboken doesn’t have any undesirable land. The PILOT programs have become a tool for politicians to give back to developers who get them elected. 
	Text 279bedd3-67b3-4714-8724-865e1b3a6ff8: I will start with forgoing my salary as mayor to bringin in high-level staffer to help renters. Hoboken has two main types of landlords, small landlords and luxury developers. The small landlords who are under rent control are struggling from the cost of maintenance on their property. At the same time, the newer luxury developers have no guardrails on rent increases or restructuring leases. This is where I would focus. I will do 2 things: make the landlords pay the broker fees, and, when signing a financial agreement with them, I'll make sure to put in protections from exorbitant rent increases.
	Text 53843f44-16bf-4869-8af7-da4583d5c760: It is a tragedy that our society allows the most vulnerable of our citizens to languish in the streets. But it is important to acknowledge, there is a relationship between mental illness, addiction, homelessness, and lack of safety. We need to treat people with compassion, but we also need to make sure our residents feel secure in public spaces. If we were building Hoboken from scratch, we wouldn’t put the shelter where it is today.  As mayor, I will work with shelter’s board to find a new location that workess for our homeless and our families.
	Text 9feab2b0-5e6e-4859-8bef-83e3344bccf2: Our city has become very opaque, some of it by design. Favors are being given out to special interests in return for their political support. We must put a stop to this especially during negotiations. For a developer to build a multi-story building in place of a garage, the selection of the developer is done in back-room deals. It is difficult for the public to know if the chosen developer was the best option, or if it was based on campaign contributions. Transparency brings price discovery. The more the public knows about our city's decisions, the better off the city will be in getting the best deal. 
	Text 41d4b898-56f6-4830-ac56-f5eaf0d18586: I believe in parental choices; each child is unique and should have an opportunity to thrive in an environment that suits them. Having access to charter and private schools, as well as public schools, only increases the likelihood that a child will find a place in which they thrive. We should keep those options.
	Text 8f8c7e2b-638b-40cd-a642-02554683c9a0: I don’t think we have enough data from places that have implemented voucher systems to make a conclusive assessment of whether they work or not. 

	Text d25f85f0-f59b-4d1b-b770-cbfcf2b949a8: My process will be transparent and merit based. I will advertise on public platforms, and after a rigorous interview process and reference check, I would select the strongest candidate for the position. From then on, salary increases and promotions would be solely based on merit. 
	Text f43c01c8-83df-4fdd-971c-d1cf1bad7672: I believe in focusing on what I can control, and not wasting city resources and my time and brain cells on issues I cannot control. One of the first questions I will ask myself on any issue is, can I have a real impact? If the answer is positive I will engage in finding a solution. 
	Text 30844a4d-e918-4e36-9d0e-533908d6d0ef: It would be great to have a pool in Hoboken, and I will explore how to make this happen without spending our city taxpayers' money. Weehawken, a much smaller city, has built a pool, and we should be able to do it as well. 
	Text c15136a7-c246-4b1c-a5ca-79977890dac2: Good ideas can come from all sides, regardless of political ideology. I am eager and open to hear input from each and all of our residents. As the mayor I would avoid using the office to divide our city over issues that a mayor has no control over, especially, on foreign policy. I will be a mayor for everyone in Hoboken
	Text 4ee32982-8190-4f2f-b33f-cc4bcb35e316: NYC has set a great example on how to address this problem. They have set up a citizen response system to track sightings of rats, and they've also begun a rat birth control program. We can follow some of the steps that New York is taking, this is an issue that we should be able to address.
	Text 5990c64b-0298-4cbc-abc2-06dbc08a5361: Please reach out to me with any further questions!

Phone: 973-879-5943

Email: Dini@DiniForHoboken.com

Instagram: @DiniForHoboken

or at my office at 96 Hudson Street 
	Text 56343f0d-762a-41fd-8e6f-92ee618a636c: I’m going to set up an economic development program, similar to what the state did with “Choose New Jersey.” I’ll set up a special office that promotes Hoboken as a place to do business, and to attract everyone from retail to employers that bring in white collar jobs. This will be a great way to boost jobs in our town and revenue for the city, and with minimal cost to our budget. 
	Text c04268bb-4a68-4e15-84e2-4f1e665df658: State law and ordinances for the City of Hoboken are now in place, and as mayor I will honor those laws. We’ve limited the number of dispensaries and I would be compliant with that limit. Public marijuana use can be an annoyance to many residents, and with a city full of children I would lean toward finding ways to further shield our kids from use of marijuana.

	Text 9f5c2a60-628b-48a8-920f-065eba72a776: The number one priority for environmental policy in Hoboken is flood mitigation. I commend Former Mayor Zimmer for bringing in federal resources to protect Hoboken from the next Hurricane Sandy, however I do worry about Hoboken incurring all of the maintenance costs. Regarding environmental lawsuits, I’d take the necessary action for any business that’s not compliant with current environmental laws. 

I am also a beleiver in role of trees in flood prevention and climate change mitigation. Unfortunately, instead of planting more trees, we are cutting them down to as part of construction projects. 


