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New Jersey.  
Bratsenis detailed that Caddle—a New Jersey-based political consultant—

hired Bratsenis and Africa to murder Galdieri, one of Caddle’s employees. After 
developing additional evidence, law enforcement interviewed Africa, who confessed 
to his role in Galdieri’s murder.   

 
According to Bratsenis, in 2013, after being released from prison, he started 

working for Caddle, who was running a state senate campaign in New Jersey.  
Bratsenis came to know Caddle through Caddle’s brother, who served a sentence in 
the same New Jersey prison as Bratsenis. Galdieri also worked for Caddle on the 
campaign and bragged to Bratsenis that he was the “envelope guy” or “bag man,” 
responsible for delivering money to various individuals. While he was working on the 
campaign, Bratsenis lived with Caddle, but returned to Connecticut after the 
November 2013 election.   

 
In March or April of 2014, Caddle contacted Bratsenis and invited him to 

dinner at Caddle’s home in Jersey City. During the visit, Caddle acknowledged that 
he was aware of Bratsenis’ extensive criminal history, including a murder he 
committed in 1984. Caddle told Bratsenis that he wanted to have someone killed and 
asked Bratsenis if he could find someone to commit the murder for $15,000.   
 

Soon after this meeting with Caddle, Bratsenis told Africa—his long-time 
accomplice—about Caddle’s offer and Africa agreed that he would be willing to take 
the job. Bratsenis then drove back to New Jersey to meet with Caddle and advised 
Caddle that Africa was willing to commit the murder. At that point, Caddle explained 
to Bratsenis that Galdieri was the intended victim. Caddle told Bratsenis that he 
wanted Galdieri dead within 30 days and gave Bratsenis between $2,000 and $4,000 
up front to commit the murder.   

 
Bratsenis and Africa then surveilled Galdieri’s apartment several times and 

bought knives with which to commit the murder. On May 22, 2014, Bratsenis drove 
from Connecticut to a bus station in Newark, New Jersey, where he picked up Africa, 
who had traveled from Pennsylvania. Bratsenis and Africa then drove together to 
Galdieri’s apartment in Jersey City. Galdieri was expecting Bratsenis’ visit because 
they had discussed Bratsenis robbing money from drug dealers in Jersey City who 
Galdieri had identified. 

 
Not long after Galdieri let them in, Bratsenis and Africa stabbed Galdieri to 

death in his home office. Bratsenis used a plastic red gas can to douse the apartment 
in gasoline and set the apartment on fire. Surveillance footage obtained from the area 
surrounding Galdieri’s apartment showed that on the night of the murder, two 
individuals walked towards his apartment building and then later walked away from 
the scene. Both Bratsenis and Africa have confirmed that they are the two men 
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for the law, and to provide just punishment for the offense; (B) to afford adequate 
deterrence to criminal conduct; (C) to protect the public from further crimes of the 
defendant; and (D) to provide the defendant with needed educational or vocational 
training, medical care, or other correctional treatment in the most effective manner.” 
18 U.S.C. § 3553(a)(2).   

 
In determining that sentence, this Court must consider “the nature and 

circumstances of the offense and the history and characteristics of the defendant,” 18 
U.S.C. § 3553(a)(1), “the kinds of sentences available,” § 3553(a)(3), the Guidelines 
and Guidelines range, § 3553(a)(4), the Guidelines’ policy statements, § 3553(a)(5), 
“the need to avoid unwarranted sentence disparities among defendants with similar 
records who have been found guilty of similar conduct,” § 3553(a)(6), and “the need to 
provide restitution to any victims of the offense,” § 3553(a)(7).  

 
Although not binding on the Court, the plea agreement between Caddle and 

the Government provides that if he satisfied all the conditions of his  
, the Government would recommend that the Court sentence him to 

between 12.5 to 25 years in prison. Consistent with that agreement  
and the relevant 3553(a) factors, the Government 

recommends that the Court sentence Caddle to 180-months’ imprisonment. The 
Government arrives at this recommendation through careful consideration of the 
3553(a) factors as well as our recommended sentences for Caddle’s conspirators, and 
explains its reasoning below. 

 
Caddle’s crime was among the most serious a defendant can commit. He set 

into a motion the brutal murder of a friend. Caddle knew Galdieri for years; they 
worked together, and their families were acquainted. This was not just a fleeting 
crime of passion. It was a carefully planned, premeditated crime. And after it was 
done, Caddle—in a cold-hearted turn—attended the repast for Galdieri.  

 
 Caddle explained to the Government his 

supposed motive for having Galdieri killed. Galdieri had worked for Caddle on 
campaigns for years. Over the course of their relationship, Galdieri would 
occasionally ask Caddle for money and favors.  Caddle was concerned about Galdieri’s 
drug use but felt compelled to help him; he had known Galdieri for years, and Galdieri 
reminded Caddle in some ways of his younger brother, who had also struggled with 
drug addiction.  

 
According to Caddle, in his final months, Galdieri had become increasingly 

erratic due to drug use and regularly asked Caddle for money. By Caddle’s telling, 
Galdieri eventually started extorting him, threatening that if Caddle did not continue 
to funnel money to Galdieri, he would go public about certain things he had seen, 
done, and heard while working for Caddle on campaigns. Fearing that Galdieri’s 
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revelations would ruin him as a political consultant and cause his clients to abandon 
him, Caddle made the fateful decision to have Galdieri killed. In Caddle’s version, 
Bratsenis was more than a willing confederate because he independently had 
considered murdering Galdieri for attempting to extort him about his own illegal 
activities. Bratsenis, for his part, claimed that Caddle approached him to commit the 
murder, purportedly because Galdieri was stealing from Caddle.    

 
There is nothing redeeming about either version of the motive for this murder. 

And although Caddle did not wield the knives, or the gas can used to burn the 
apartment, Galdieri died by Caddle’s orders. The promise of Caddle’s money 
unleashed two violent, longtime criminals to carry out the brutal stabbing of Galdieri, 
forever removing an irreplaceable human life from this world. On behalf of the victim 
and his family, Caddle must be sufficiently punished.         

 
With respect to mitigating factors, while Caddle, by his own admission, was no 

stranger to criminality in his campaign work, he does not have the extensive, violent 
criminal past of his co-conspirators. For that reason, Caddle does not present the 
same specific deterrence risk as either Bratsenis or Africa. The co-conspirators’ 
motives also differed. Bratsenis and Africa killed Galdieri for money; while, under his 
telling, Caddle felt that the victim was extorting him and threatening his career.   
 

Finally, in reaching our recommendation, the Government has considered its 
recommended sentences for the other conspirators, both of whom  cooperated. For 
Bratsenis, the Government recommended a sentence within the range of 150 to 180 
months’ imprisonment. Bratsenis self-disclosed the murder, but also carried it out 
and had a decades-long, violent criminal history that included a prior murder. For 
Africa, who provided important corroboration, but who had failed to disclose the 
murder, the Government recommended 180 to 216 months’ imprisonment. Although 
the Court, in its discretion, sentenced Bratsenis and Africa to 192 months’ and 240 
months’ imprisonment, respectively, the Government’s recommendation for Caddle 
is informed by these prior recommendations.   

 
Balancing these factors  

, the Government recommends that the Court sentence Caddle to 
180-months’ imprisonment.  

 
  






